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Answer: It should be obvious now that we are getting out of Vietnam. 
The President has explicitly stated his objective of getting us out 
totally, and he has kept or exceeded all of hi . 3 promises. He has 
recently accelerated the rate of U. S. withdrawal. 


But setting a final date in advance unilaterally would remove the 
strongest incentive for the North Vietnamese and NLF to negotiate. 
The President attaches great importance to the possibility of a 
negotiated settlement: It would be the quickest way to end the war, 
and it would end the killing, and not just U.S. involvement. 

* 

Question; If he doe sn't set a date, does this mean a residu al force 
will be kept there indefinitely ? • ' 

Answer: No. The President has pledged total withdrawal. The 
quickest way to achieve it would be by a negotiated settlement. But 
in the absence of progress at Paris, we are withdrawing at a rate 
which will give the South Vietnamese a reasonable chance to defend 
themselves after we have left. As we continue to withdraw, at a 
point in the near future the troop level will reach a number that is 
too small to be militarily significant and is useful only for bargaining 
purposes -- to get our prisoners out, and to help get a settlement. 

■9.^?, s *i Qn; Who ca res about "negotiating counters 11 when innocent 
people are being killed every day? 

Answer: It's not our side that sees any interest in continuing the 
killing .. That's why the President, last October, proposed an 
immediate ceasefire. The North Vietnamese and NLF rejected it. 
They are the ones who wish to continue the fighting. We would like 
nothing more than an immediate and total end to the killing in all 
of Indochina -- not only for its own sake but because it could be a 
step towards a negotiated settlement. 
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4. . Question : We may be withdrawing ground troops, but our air 
operations sire intensifying, 


? 0t true * Air attack °P era tions reached their peak in 
1968 and have decreased each year under the Nixon Administration. 

The total number of sorties in all of Indochina in 1970 was 47% less 

The n r ber of sorties in the first ^ 

1971 was 48% less than the number for the first two months of 1969 
These figures include all B-52 and all other tactical air and interdiction- 
operations. This decline in air operations will continue. 


5. 



An swer: No. Vietnamization includes ultimately turning this 
too over to the South Vietnamese. The proportion of the air 
being flown by the South Vietnamese is steadily increasing, 
ceasefire would end U. S. air operations instantly. 
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Question: Even if U. S. troops are leaving, Vietnamese are killing 
Vietnamese at an increasing rate. 


Answer: Not true. The level of fighting has declined in Vietnam. The 
number of South Vietnamese military casualties was lower in 1 96 9 and 
1970 than it was in 1968. And it is important to remember that an 
estimated 57, 000 South Vietnamese civilians have been killed by enemy 
military action, terrorism, and assassinations. 

7. Que stion; Won't the other side release our prisoners if we set a 
terminal date ? 

Answer; The NL.F position as stated in their Eight Points of September 17, 
1970, is merely that they will "engage at once in discussions" on the POW 
question if we set a terminal date. Past experience gives us no assurance 
they will not simply come up with additional demands before actually 
releasing any prisoners. On this and the other issues, throwing away 

our bargaining counter would leave us totally dependent on North Vietnam.es 
generosity. 
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Of course, the POW's are not the only important issue. Our basic 
objective is to withdraw from Vietnam in a way that gives the South 
Vietnamese a reasonable chance to defend themselves. In the 
absence of a negotiated peace, this is not something that can be left 

to the good will of the North Vietnamese. 

. ■ * . 

8 • Question; Why is the U.S. harping on the prisoner issue ? 

Answer; The prisoner question is a humanitarian issue, which need 
not await a political settlement. It is a serious issue, which is included 
as one of the NLF Eight Points of September 17, 1970. In Korea in 
1953, a POW- exchange was a prelude to an armistice. 

The Geneva Convention requires impartial inspection, identification of 
prisoners, regular correspondence with families, and early repatriation 
of the seriously sick and wounded; the North Vietnamese have cynically 
ignored these provisions. Our side is holding many thousands of 
Communist prisoners, whom we are ready and willing to exchange; the 
South Vietnamese have unilaterally released many sick and wounded. In 
October the President proposed that all prisoners on both sides, without 
exception and without conditions, be released immediately. 



